Zeppelins over Southend

An approach to researching
Southend in the First World War



THE PRINCIPAL THEMES

» Bombing, bomb damage and popular
reaction

» Anti-Aircraft defence and Rochford

Aerodrome

Anti German sentiment and the Prison Ships

Work on the Home Front

Great War Hospitals
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AIR RAIDS AND BOMB DAMAGE



SOUTHEND STANDARD

Rir Raid Supplement
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CROWDS THRONG STREETS TO
SEE THE AIR HUNS AT WORK.

The Kalser's air Huns.are doing their best to
rival the sea Huns. .

That German blood lust has in no.way been
sated by the stupendous crime of the Lus.i-
tania, was shown yesterday when a Zeppelin
appeared over thé Thames and dropped 100

bombs on Southénd —jus!‘th’trty-eight-milu i
f London, I ;
Hombs Wé;rdmpﬁd'?n—!’;ngﬂmﬂd.‘mn =

AT SOUTHEND

Bill poster . bed and several persons injured.”
P ’ Southend Museum collections ‘A fstuous dfficial German statewent, issued Jast

and Leigh, one woman being killed in her

T}%es&av. May 11

nipt, Ao T X Bt

“ One of our airships dropped some bombs nnTg
the fortified place of Southend, at the estuary | T¢
of the Thames." ¥ i

~Southrend; as }!:r'ﬁfrnmté— well—know,—3is-a
pleasure resoft In eyery hir raid they have

isken good care’lo avoid fortified plices To =
attack such centres would require pluck; sc, !
of course, they exhibit their military prowess | o
by bravely bin easide.towns.and in. | Wi A

E
1and villages. Thusthe Hiuns take revenge on
the * hated Eoglish”

Damage estimated mt about £10,000 was caused | T H
by the bombardment. Four lhiouses and a |\
timber-yard  were burned out -and ‘six-other -

buildings were struck. The DIgHt Sky Was
Extract from Da”y Mirror fMuminated by the lurid glow of '.‘gu con

it 2 S 100 BOMBS THROWN
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| Anti- German
Union.

Grand -

Patriotic

Rally, -
ELM HALL, Elm Rd,

LEIGH-ON-SEA,

Thursday, Jan 20th

DOOAS OPER 7 D'CLOCK.
Patriotlc Masic untll 7.45,
Whetl t9e Chiatr will be taken by

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON.

The Meeting will be
Addressed by

The Rev. A. J.

WALDRON,

Late Vicar of Briztes, ané Author
of *Shosld 0 Womps Tell,*

And other Speakers from ke
Antl-German Unlon,

German

SQUTHEND-ON-SEA SRANCH.

NO German Boods.
N0 Cerman Labour.

NO Cerman Influence.

BRITONS for the BRITISH.

Over 700 Mombers.
Membership (Yearly) /=
Badges (Optional) 64, each.

N O WALEING

Southend and Westcliff Graphic




Images downloaded from Internet

Southend and Westcliff Graphic

TNA Report on Prison Ships, 1915



Air Raid, August 12t 1917

Imperial War Museum, Q168847

Imperial War Museum Q108844
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Official map from the National Archives showing the route of
the Gotha Raid, August 12, 1917. (TnaAIR1/591/16/15/204, p13)
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AIR DEFENCES AND
ROCHFORD AERODROME
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A0 PANTS OF MEETH Luave v .
AENE. SANT OF Se@Rt b

Southend Museum
collections

TNA Air 1/2123/207/73/7

Southend and Westcliff Graphic




Zeppelin L32 (from Zeppelin Museum,
Friedrichshafen)




| Flight sub-lieutenant in his Bristol
Scout C at Rochford.
RAF Museum, Hendon, P155566

Reproduced from an album

in private possession; e TR
aircraft at Rochford ST s !
Aerodrome, 1918 s . i SR

Sopwith Camel, No 44 Squadron, IWM
Q67902




WORKING ON THE
HOME FRONT



Servine oot trancheo

Southend and Westlcliff Graphic

4t Bat. Essex Regiment; Southend Home Guard. ERO D/DS 229/58






SOUTHEXD AND WESYCOLIPY 4RATIIN

WOMEN WORKERS ON THE G.Ln,







HOSPITALS IN THE GREAT WAR



First World War Hospitals

Start with Red Cross archives — County Volume and Card Index
ERO Catalogue
Then Scan county/local press for mentions

Look at very useful on-line index to British Nursing Journal

There are many recently published books on medical
provision in Great War (mostly relating to
France/Western Front)

Good background information in Official History of the
Great War (pub 1921)
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SOUTHEND RED
CROSS HOSPITALS

(Glen and Overcliff).

e W e P ARy P P P

: {THE HIP{PODROME

WEDNEQOAY NOVEMBER 247

GIFT DAY
and FETE

GHALKVIELL PARK
On Wed., July 28th
Frome 3 poan until 8 p

Gr.\nd \lccal and Inalv m(nul

| MATINEE CONCERT |

H.Mm, Que mry: chaf Naval pespital.

Thinate may b wbtalesd of Tae Lulemivg Commiting

IS TAPAPIEN G 5 S D o PP I 5 3 oG . # N
L RS S S D e P P 20 2 g0 0 A3

H.R.H. PRINCESS
CLEMENTINE

NAPOLEON (of Belgium)
Hax graciouszly promissd to attend
To receive Gifts of Goods or

Money for use of the Hospitals




My approach to successful research!

* Don’t research just for exhibition texts: do ‘full’ research and then
distil information for texts.

e Ensure that background reading is targeted — don’t attempt to
read ‘everything’.

* Define the themes that you want to explore

* Formulate specific questions to answer

* Identify potential sources — and don’t be afraid to ask for help!



Any Questions?



