
Zeppelins over Southend 

An approach to researching 
Southend in the First World War 



THE PRINCIPAL THEMES 
 
 Bombing, bomb damage and popular 

reaction 
 Anti-Aircraft defence and Rochford 

Aerodrome 
 Anti German sentiment and the Prison Ships 
 Work on the Home Front 
 Great War Hospitals 



AIR RAIDS AND BOMB DAMAGE 



Bill poster, Southend Museum collections 

Extract from Daily Mirror 





Southend and Westcliff  Graphic 



Imperial War Museum Q53656 

Southend and Westcliff Graphic 

TNA Report on Prison Ships, 1915 

Images downloaded from Internet 



Imperial War Museum, Q168847 

Imperial War Museum Q108844 

Air Raid, August 12th 1917 



Official map from the National Archives showing the route of 
the Gotha Raid, August 12, 1917. (TNA AIR1/591/16/15/204, p13) 





TNA AIR1/2123/207/73/18 



AIR DEFENCES AND 
ROCHFORD AERODROME 



TNA Air 1/2123/207/73/7 

Southend Museum 
collections 

Southend and Westcliff Graphic 



Zeppelin L32 (from Zeppelin Museum, 
Friedrichshafen) 



Flight sub-lieutenant in his Bristol 
Scout C at Rochford.  
RAF Museum, Hendon, P155566 

Sopwith Camel, No 44 Squadron,  IWM 
Q67902 

Reproduced from an album 
in private possession; 
aircraft at Rochford 
Aerodrome, 1918 



WORKING ON THE 
HOME FRONT 



Southend and Westlcliff Graphic 

4th Bat. Essex Regiment; Southend Home Guard. ERO D/DS 229/58 









HOSPITALS IN THE GREAT WAR 



First World War Hospitals 

Start with Red Cross archives – County Volume and Card Index 

Then Scan county/local press for mentions 

Look at very useful on-line index to British Nursing Journal 

ERO Catalogue 

There are many recently published books on medical 
provision in Great War (mostly relating to 
France/Western Front) 

Good background information in Official History of the 
Great War (pub 1921) 









Red Cross index cards 





My approach to successful research! 

• Don’t research just for exhibition texts: do ‘full’ research and then 
distil information for texts. 

• Ensure that background reading is targeted – don’t attempt to 
read ‘everything’. 

•  Define the themes that you want to explore 
• Formulate specific questions to answer 
• Identify potential sources – and don’t be afraid to ask for help! 



Any Questions? 


